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Chandigarh, October 31
The Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) government is all set to
approve ‘The Punjab Indus-
trial and Business Develop-
ment Policy-2022’ by bring-
ing it for discussion in the
Cabinet meeting scheduled
this week. The previous
industrial policy of 2017 end-
ed on October 17.

It’s for the first time that
the policy would focus on
providing employment gen-
eration subsidy to units that
employ people having Pun-
jab domicile. 

Those employing Punjabis
would be given Rs 36,000
annually per employee for
five years and Rs 48,000 per
employee on annual basis for
five years in case the employ-
ee is a woman or belongs to
the reserved categories.

Official sources in the gov-
ernment told The Tribune
that the policy, with a primary
focus on promoting manufac-
turing and services sector
and creating an atmosphere
for start-ups and incubators,
would focus on development
of sustainable business mod-
els that can withstand compe-
tition globally. 

The policy would aim to

attract an investment of Rs 5
lakh crore in five years,
increase the share of second-
ary sector in GSDP to 30 per
cent and tertiary sector to 62
per cent, enable job creation,
develop worldclass infra-
structure, facilitate the devel-
opment of at least 15 industri-
al parks and attract at least
one anchor unit in manufac-
turing and services sector.

Since the government
wants to focus on building
entrepreneurship and
encourage start-ups, there
would be subsidy on fixed
capital investments, opera-
tional subsidy assistance of

up to Rs 3 lakh for five years,
mentoring assistance support
for start-ups, lease rental sub-
sidy, interest subsidy of eight
per cent on loans taken from
banks and a creation of Rs 150
crore venture capital fund.

For Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprise (MSMEs) and
large scale industries, the
government would reim-
burse state goods and servic-
es tax for seven years, give a
50 per cent on fixed capital
investment, exemption from
electricity duty and stamp
duty, subsidy on applying for
patents and subsidy for get-
ting access to technology.

The policy has identified
certain thrust sectors, incud-
ing electronics, food process-
ing, apparel, IT and ITES.
These sectors would also get
above mentioned incentives,
besides a slew of incentives
for food processing industry. 

With short-term targets to
attract investment, early
bird incentives may also be
offered. Since many indus-
trial units turned sick, a spe-
cial package would be
brought out, including defer-
ment of various state taxes
and duties.

Interestingly, the govern-
ment has also come up with
incentives for those setting up
industry in the border zone
(30 km from the International
Border) and in Kandi area.
Those willing to set up indus-
try here would not need to get
change of land use, 100 per
cent exemption from external
development charges and 75
per cent exemption from all
state duties.

Certain industries —man-
ufacturing of alcoholic prod-
ucts, tobacco, brick and tile
kilns that do not use fly ash,
manufacturing of vanaspati
ghee and rice shelling units
— feature in the negative
list and would not get 
any incentives.

~5L crore investment, employment
generation subsidy on the cards
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Chandigarh, October 31
The Local Government
Department is yet to fully
utilise the capacity of the
existing 132 sewage treatment
plants (STP) in the state.

Of the total 2,128 million
litres per day (MLD) of sewage
generated in 166 Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) across the state,
only 1,786 MLD of sewage is
being treated at 132 STPs. The
remaining sewage is being dis-
charged into nearby drains
and other water bodies.

This leaves a gap of 570
MLD, as per the status report
on the compliance of munici-
pal solid waste management
rules filed by the state gov-
ernment before the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).

Though the Punjab Munic-

ipal Building Bylaws, 2018,
make it mandatory to use
treated water, the lack of

infrastructure to supply it to
end-users has been hamper-
ing the cause.

The NGT has directed the
Punjab Government to pay
compensation of Rs 2,180

crore for the failure to scientif-
ically manage solid waste and
to prevent the discharge of
untreated sewage so that past
environmental damage can
be restored.

To boost up sewage treat-
ment, 111 more STPs with
the capacity of 784.95 MLD
are at different stages of con-
struction or planning. Of
these, 23 STPs are to be com-
pleted by March 31, 2023; 64
STPs are to be constructed by
December 31, 2023; and land
acquisition is under progress
for the remaining 24 STPs.

On the front of using the
treated waste water, only 20
per cent of the treated water at
the STPs is being reused for
irrigation purposes. Of the
existing 132 STPs, 305 MLD of
treated water of 57 STPs is
being used for irrigation pur-

pose. Another, 90 kilolitres per
day of the treated water is
being used for other purposes.

Sources said the Local Gov-
ernment has a time-bound
action plan to ensure “reuse
of treated waste water” for
gardening, road washing,
construction and industrial
purposes. The State Treated
Waste Water Policy has been
notified, listing the guide-
lines for waste water collec-
tion, treatment and reuse.

A time frame — varying
from six month to a year — has
been fixed for the ULBs to put
in place the infrastructure to
supply the treated water to
end-users. These bodies had
also been asked to implement
water metering policy in a year
and undertake feasibility stud-
ies for the supply of treated
water to end-users.s

132 STPs yet to be utilised to full capacity
State fails to manage solid waste | NGT orders compensation of ~2,180 crore

The sewage treatment plant at Balloke in Ludhiana. FILE

BUDDHA NULLAH PROJECT
■ Sewage Management:

Deadline for the construc-
tion/repair of STPs in
Jamalpur, Balloke, Bhattian to
end by June 2023 (domestic)

■ Dairy waste management:
Processing of 180 tonnes/day
(TPD) of cow dung against
installed capacity of 235 TPD
at compressed biogas plant in
Haibowal diary complex

■ CBG plant of 300 TPD capaci-
ty at Tajpur diary complex,
Ludhiana, to be completed by
November 2024

■ Industrial waste manage-
ment: Three common effluent
treatment plants of 105 MLA
capacity made operational

TIME-BOUND ACTION PLAN
The Local Govt Dept has a time-bound action plan to

ensure ‘reuse of treated waste water’ for gardening, road
washing, construction and industrial purposes. The State
Treated Waste Water Policy has been notified. Sources
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New industrial policy to be taken up at Cabinet meeting this week

Chandigarh, October 31
Recognising the outstand-
ing services of the Punjab
Police, the Ministry of Home
Affairs, has awarded a 16-
member Anti-Gangster
Task Force (AGTF) team
with the “Union Home Min-
ister’s Special Operation
Medal” for 2022.

ADGP Pramod Ban, DIG
Gurpreet Bhullar and AIG
Gurmeet Chauhan were
among the 16 officers to be
honoured with the award on
Sardar Patel’s birth anniver-
sary. Other awardees include
AIG Sandeep Goel, DSP
Bikramjit Singh Brar, SI
Sukhpreet Singh, SI Sumit
Goyal, SI Nitin Kumar, SI Sha-
ganjeet Singh, SI Kulwinder
Singh, SO Rahul Kumar
Chechi, SI Moninder Singh,
SI Rahul Sharma, SI Gurpreet

Singh, SI Avtar Singh and ASI
Sukhjinder Singh.

ADGP Ban, who heads the
AGTF, and Assistant Inspector
General (AIG) Gurmeet
Chauhan played a key role in
busting the gangsters network
behind the murder of singer
Sidhu Moosewala.

These special operations
by the AGTF led to the neu-
tralisation of two dreaded
gangsters and the timely
arrest of 12 gangsters,
besides the recovery of 24
weapons, 1.5-kg heroin and
Rs 79.27 lakh drug money, 11
vehicles and a police uni-
form from their possession.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said,
“This recognition will boost
the morale of the Punjab
Police and encourage them
to work with more dedica-
tion.” — TNS

MHAawards Special
Op Medal to AGTF 

MAJOR PUSH
■ Govt to focus on facilitating 1000 start-ups in five years
■ To set up 10 incubation & 50 entrepreneurship centres 
■ Fifteen industrial parks to come up across the state
■ Land pooling scheme for acquisition of land

Deepkamal Kaur
Tribune News Service

Jalandhar, October 31
A firm stance taken by SAD
leader Bibi Jagir Kaur to contest
the forthcoming SGPC chief
poll independently has made
the party’s top leaders jittery.

While Jagir Kaur has had to
lobby hard for garnering sup-
port for herself, even top SAD
leaders, including party chief
Sukhbir Badal and his broth-
er-in-law Bikram Singh
Majithia, have had to hold
meetings with SGPC mem-
bers to ensure that they stick
to the SAD stand.

Majithia has been daily gal-
vanising support for the par-
ty and sharing pictures of his
meetings with the Majha area
members of the committee.

Maintaining her resolve to
contest the poll even after
meeting Sukhbir’s envoys —

Daljit Singh Cheema and
Surjit Singh Rakhra — Jagir
Kaur even today continued
holding meetings with SGPC
members from Doaba. Of the
nearly 30-35 SGPC members
of Doaba, she is expecting
that nearly half could be on
her side. She is banking on
several rebel Akali leaders
who had either joined Con-
gress or BJP or moved to
smaller Akali factions to
come to her aide. 

MLA Sukhpal Khaira has
slammed her for taking 25
years to speak up against Akali
Dal over its ‘lifafa culture’. 

Jagir Kaur’s stand makes SAD jittery
Both sides hold meetings with SGPC members daily

Bibi Jagir Kaur 

Patiala, October 31
Mass copying has been
alleged in recruitment of 418
veterinary officers in the
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry, Fisheries and Dairy
Development. The examina-
tion was conducted by the
Punjab Public Service Com-
mission (PPSC).

SS Sharma, a complainant,
has written to Chief Minis-
ter’s office, PPSC Secretary,
and Vigilance Bureau Direc-
tor and sought a detailed
probe in the matter. 

The Tribune has a copy of
the letter, however, the phone
number mentioned on it could
not be reached.

The complainant claimed
that 80 candidates from roll
number 52848 to 52951 cleared
the exam.  The letter reads,
“These candidates were seat-
ed in four rooms and allowed
to copy. Those responsible
should be brought to book.”

The complainant demanded
that the interview process
should be put on halt. 

As per PPSC record, 705 can-
didates appeared for the exam
and 477 of them were provi-
sionally shortlisted. The exam
was conducted in 41 rooms at
two centres — Government
Co-Ed Multipurpose Senior
Secondary Smart School,
Punjabi Bagh, Patiala, and
Government Co-Ed Multipur-
pose Senior Secondary Smart
School, Passi Road. A total of
24 candidates were seated in
each room.

At present, scrutiny of docu-
ments of shortlisted candi-
dates is underway. — TNS

Mass copying alleged in recruitment exam
ONLY TWO CENTRES

We are yet to look into
the complaint. Out of 705
aspirants, 477 have been
shortlisted. There were only
two centres. We became
aware of the matter after
the issue surfaced online.
Simerpreet Kaur, SECRETARY, PPSC
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Legal Correspondent

Ludhiana October 31
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
today appeared in a local court
and concluded his evidence in
a defamation case filed by for-
mer Revenue Minister
Bikram Singh Majithia
against him. 

In all, he has examined three
witnesses in the case from his
side to prove his innocence.

Thereafter, the Court of Addi-
tional Chief Judicial Magistrate
Harsimranjit Singh adjourned
the case for hearing final argu-
ments on November 5.

MP Sanjay Singh
concludes evidence

DEFAMATION CASE

FI
LE

13-year-old dies in mishap
Abohar: A 13-year-old boy died on Monday when a speeding
tractor reportedly hit his bicycle in Chanankhera village
near Abohar. The police said action would be taken after
getting a post-mortem done at the civil hospital. OC 


